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About 
Aurora Public Library 

APL focuses on a 
“community-led” approach 
that delivers collections 
and services in partnership 
with the residents we serve. 
Reflecting upon the past 
year, it is with great pride 
that I share some of the 
highlights we’ve 
accomplished together. 



Place of 
Possibilities

Aurora Public Library continues to expand our reach in new ways, aligning our 
strategic plan with our municipality and our many partners and stakeholders. 

We are excited about the new possibilities we can offer to the community as the 
Aurora Town Square sees its completion. 

We invite you to be part of the evolution of library service to the residents of 
Aurora.





IIn-Person 
Programming

In-Person Programming



In-Person Programming

The annual Summer Reading Club 
provided daily activities in the Library and 
in parks around Town. 

In 2023, the SRC expanded to include 
participation by teen readers.

Storytimes, Saturday specials, workshops 
March Break activities and more.



In-Person Programming

Aurora Public Library continues to be a 
hub for all, offering a diverse range of 
experiences, including - author events 
and community celebrations that invite 
interactive engagement and foster 
community building.



VVirtual Programs
Virtual Programs

Online programming allowed libraries to 

reach new audiences - including, in some 

cases, people who had never come in 

person to the library before.

We also deliver programs on virtual and 

hybrid platforms due to the high interest 

from the community and the scope and 

accessibility of these delivery models. 

to 

me 



VVirtual Programs
Creative Studio

The Creative Studio is a unique space 

to innovate, collaborate, and enjoy a 

workshop. 

Hands-on access to equipment such as 

3D printers, laser cutters, sewing

machines and more brings creative 

projects to life.
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583% increase in visits (Sept 2022 – Aug 2023)

Creative Studio (YTD Aug)



VVirtual Programs

Community
Partnerships
Collaborations with community 

partners have resumed, providing 

and expanding experiential high-

quality programming.

These partnerships allow us to 

provide multilingual programming 

to newcomers, in addition to arts 

and cultural experiences.



IIn-Person 
Programming

Key Performance 
Indicators
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Key Performance Indicators
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Key Performance Indicators
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Key Performance Indicators



Libraries in the Media



Budget Pressures

Cost of living increases

Non-union salary alignment - Pay Equity review

Collective bargaining of two CUPE units

Ongoing funding to Library capital reserve

 



Aurora Public Library Operating Budget

2023 2024 2025 2026
Approved Proposed % Proposed % Proposed %

Budget Budget Change Budget Change Budget Change

Personnel Costs $3,144,000 $3,232,000 2.8% $3,310,000 2.4% $3,389,000 2.4%
Operating Expenses 763,000 735,000 -3.7% 740,000 0.7% 745,000 0.7%
Contribution to Capital 200,000 220,000 10.0% 220,000 0.0% 220,000 0.0%
Total Expenditures $4,107,000 $4,187,000 1.9% $4,270,000 2.0% $4,354,000 2.0%

General & Grant Revenue $55,000 $65,000 18.2% $65,000 0.0% $65,000 0.0%
Municipal Requisition 4,052,000 4,122,000 1.7% 4,205,000 2.0% 4,289,000 2.0%

   
Total Operating Budget Revenue $4,107,000 $4,187,000 1.9% $4,270,000 2.0% $4,354,000 2.0%



APL is a dynamic and thought-provoking place! We’re very appreciative to be part of that. 

Thank you for organizing today’s amazing birth totem experience. Loved how he [Todd Jamieson] 
gently wove past and present together.

We wanted to thank you for the movie Inconvenient Indian to mark Truth and Reconciliation Day. 
My family watched it and had a great discussion about it. 

Aurora Public Library Feedback from the Community

Everyone learned something … From the history to the perspective, to the characterization, to the 
mystical moments of insight.

Just wanted to say a formal THANKS for yet another marvellous interaction with the APL--the 
"Apple" of Aurora's dawn-golden eyes!
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Thank you

Adam Mobbs, Board Chair

Bruce Gorman, CEO


