Attachment 1

Aurora War Memorial Alteration Proposal

Private Fred Luxon, 3 March 1893 — 9 April 1917 (Age 24)

Introduction

Frederick (Fred) Luxon is one of the men from Aurora who died during World War I, and whose
name appears on the Aurora War Memorial. Unfortunately, there is an error in the spelling of his
surname, with a “T” added where there ought to be none, making his name appear “Luxton” on
the memorial. We are proposing the removal of the letter “T” from his name and the re-
centering (if necessary) of his name within the list of those commemorated on the memorial.

Evidence for the Spelling of Luxon

1. Fred Luxon’s official documents show his name spelled correctly (see below for one

outstanding example). These are clear throughout his file, including on his hand-signed
attestation paper, Movement and Casualty Card as well as his Memorial Cross Card, all
digitized by the Library and Archives Canada. See Example 1.

. Fred Luxon'’s first appearance in the Aurora Banner is November 5", 1915, where he ison a
list of soldiers from Aurora who are still “In Training.” He appears on this list each week
through the end of the year, and into 1916, and is included on the final list published May
19%, 1916. For an unknown reason, he never appears on the associated “On Active Service”
List which provided contact addresses for many locals who were at the front. These lists
were printed weekly and stopped appearing in February of 1917. See Example 2.

. Fred Luxon’s name was known correctly in his hometown: Washfield, North Devon, England.
Fred appears on a list of men serving from Washfield, which was published Easter of 1917,
seemingly the day before he was killed at Vimy. Similarly, Fred’s correct name appears
twice on Washfield memorial plaques: one, a brass plaque at the local St. Mary’s Church,
and another, a list of names carved in granite and affixed to the local “War Memorial
Shelter.” See Example 3.

. Fred Luxon'’s official gravestone at the Givenchy Road Canadian Cemetery in France, as
designed and produced by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission, shows his nhame
spelled correctly. These memorial stones were placed between 1921 and 1927, and used
internal military data for names, ranks, and honours awarded. See Example 4.



Aurora War Memorial Alteration Proposal

Private Fred Luxon, 3 March 1893 — 9 April 1917 (Age 24)

Print Errors, Assumptions and Repetition

1.

Even early in Fred Luxon’s military career, his name was already being misspelt. On one of
his official documents, which we will call the “Initial CEF Pay & Promotions Card” his name
was spelled with the “T” and later corrected in pencil. See Example 5.

. The name Luxon appears to be a rare variant of the more common Luxton. Luxon has

about 25% of the number of Luxtons recorded in the 1911 Census. In Aurora, the local
Salvation Army Captain was George William Luxton, who was mentioned by surname in the
Banner twice in 1916 (March 315t and June 23"). The publishers of the Aurora Banner likely
conflated the two names to produce the error. See Example 6.

. Fred Luxon’s death was reported in the Banner on the 11" of May, more than a month after

he had died. In this report, his name has received the incorrect spelling Luxton. A similar
notice, printed days earlier in the Toronto Star May 8™, 1917, also includes the Luxton
misspelling. This error was reprinted each week in the Banner on Aurora’s Honor Roll,
through the end of the war and to late August 1919. See Example 7.

. The list of names proposed to be included on the planned War Memorial was generated at

a February 1923 meeting of the War Memorial Association and recorded in their minutes.
This list was published regularly in the Aurora Banner, with a request for corrections,
beginning December 19, 1924. Luxton appears each week, and while other names with
errors receive corrections over time, none are applied to Fred’s name. This error persists
through the vetting process and results in the final error on the memorial. See Example 8.

. Finally, this repeated error has travelled through many lists, resulting in the incorrect Luxton

name being selected for an Aurora street - Luxton Avenue, in the 1990s. We believe this
should also be changed but appreciate the difficulty and public nature of doing so. See
Example 9.



Aurora War Memorial Alteration Proposal

Private Fred Luxon, 3 March 1893 — 9 April 1917 (Age 24)

Sources:

http://central.bac-lac.gc.ca/.redirect?app=pffww&id=539752&lang=eng

https://www.devonheritage.org/Places/Washfield/WashfieldsRollofHonour.htm

https://www.devonheritage.org/Places/Washfield/WashfieldWarMemorialBrass.htm

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/56189266/fred-luxon

https://www.middevonparish.co.uk/washfield/memories/gallery-of-pictures/

https://www.automatedgenealogy.com (1911 Canada Census)

https://maps.google.com

https://ww4.yorkmaps.ca

The Aurora Banner, various issues, Aurora Museum & Archives


http://central.bac-lac.gc.ca/.redirect?app=pffww&id=539752&lang=eng
https://www.devonheritage.org/Places/Washfield/WashfieldsRollofHonour.htm
https://www.devonheritage.org/Places/Washfield/WashfieldWarMemorialBrass.htm
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/56189266/fred-luxon
https://www.middevonparish.co.uk/washfield/memories/gallery-of-pictures/
https://www.automatedgenealogy.com/
https://maps.google.com/
https://ww4.yorkmaps.ca/
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Example 2

First "In Training" List
Aurora Banner
November 5, 1915
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Final "In Training" List
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Example 3

Washfield Roll of Honour
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Parish of WASHFIELD, N.Devon

EASTER, 1917

Amblin, W, Army Service Corps,
Bisho Alﬂ'ul, 1 tl)e\'on Regiment.  Died J 1015,
B!slno}:'b ' m«tt %ﬁl‘&m
Blsholl. oh.n, Stokur. Petty Monitor.
Ernest, 1st Devon Regi
Onag. w J., IR, HALS. n_mnm
Davey, F., Lance-Corporal, Ist Devon Regiment.

Bdwrthy. l“-. Jml De\-qn m:n
Bdwo
Ellh. Died Oct. Sth, 1914

Gilli G.J O, R North Devon Hussar
Gm:.m F., 9th Dmo:nl'ieglmm

:Hn Js Imz:l'1 North Devon Hussars,

Guards.
Ho w F., Royal Garrison Artillery.
Hunt, J., 6th Davon Regiment.

K J.. llt llom ltoglmt.
ﬂumnt. ﬂud Devon Regt. Km«l&pt. 17th, 1914.

Devon lbglnm:
m'ﬁﬁm%:“ NMhDom_!lum
Luxon, S.. Motor Tran e

h:ﬂ.% W.J, L-Cpl, 20th Labour Co., A.8.0., attached Devon Regt.

, m-nomumomnm Died Oct. 16th, 1015,

Memorial Plaque
St. Mary's Chuch, Washfield
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Example 4

Fred Luxon's Grave
Givenchy Road Canadian Cemetery




Example 5

Initial CEF Pay & Promotions Card
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Example 7

Aurora Banner, May 11, 1917
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THOL, CROSSKILL,

H. K. KING.
K. ROSE.

STEWART STYLRS,
J. ALLAN. =+
EHErMPARD,



Jeremy Hood
Highlight


-

War. [lemorial i

wing names appear i ¢
of the Coumy h
Thied meeting, <

Phe Tull
e Mimutes, Sl
ouncil ul Y ok

Aurora Banner
December 19, 1924‘

Example 8
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R. S 'Hillary.: =~ a “IK
G. Alexander. T - e
W. Iarris. 1T
K. I.. T. (ampbell . s¢
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Stewart Styles. _ tof
* J. Allen, - T - . e b
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.Kenneth L. T’ Campbell,» M-C:
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- A. Ernest-Davis.
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W.Kenneth Exley,

Walter Harris. t

" R. Ross Hartman. -

" Heber Higgs.

-R.-Stuart Hillary.

R. Hollingshead. -

Elwood Lloyd.

.Fred Luxton, .
E. Harold Mulloy, . - . |
Ernest Rose. -

Wilfred. F» Petermann, M.C.
"Chas. W. Smith..
Wni.-Stewart- f:»tilcs—"f
- Harry Stone.

-Fred H BW itkinson.

Sherman Brown.

Harold Hrown.

Russel Clift.
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Gilbert '\, Gray. -~ - -
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C. W. Jones.

Thos. Geo. Howard.
Telford Little. A
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Jno. R. Routledge,

Harry Stewart.
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ToWnley Watson.

Chas.’ Woodrouf
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' ﬁerbert Wallwark.
Garnet W:]Iis
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Aurora Banner
| October 9, 1925
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15, shene . throngh o’ the  bowed 1350 et Officer . Come IAgonarci_ lerguson

r- | heads “of 3.000, men and women, '.1:Amlr| Al hml\ District No. 2, Gilbert A. Gray

k~| who had gatheréd to do hononr sead l]lr_' nmiwes on the Rolf | of ' ‘EOy yHarper

ce | to the fallen hervés of this section. h Wiy . ,(‘ W. Jones

p. Shortly before three o'clock the:  Phe just uue't Wils sounded. ;ghﬁ-s' é}e&.l’tll-leoward .

K uard of honunr, compused  of Lafer which, all present stood in | -wa.gr._\’[cMas{“

eterans of the Gireat War, under silence with o ed heads for two | Wallﬁé Merchant
Capt. A~ Condie, with th inutes in reverent and grateful Aubrey M. \«larshall
members of the 12th York Regi- ' remembrance of the heroic dead. R el-‘]' Parker

k|ment and the Cudets, with| The lighting of the lantern was “5’% R fd
bayonets gleaming, headed by the i ost impressive cerem No| Ino outledge

I & ceremony. Harry Stewart

— | scarlet coated band of the regi- iouch of pomp or gorgeous gest-| R Jétocks
ment, came swinging down ulcunrkcd it. \Irs ]. H. Brown Wy “Walker, M.C.

Yonge “street and marched to- vhoe ad two m. w;;gm',__'___________

_ | their places in ¥¥ont of the mont-!sons killed overseas, and. whos ey

1 hose | Chas Woodroof
ment where they were inspelted 'names are inscribed on the tabl . : i

st I €| - Wm, Chamberlain

. by His Honour the Lieutenmxit' walked. slowly forward from the| .. ames Allen

. Governor, Col. Henry Cockshutt. Jiront row of the cfowd, was help- !’ {-la.rold R. Baber -

P soldier in khaki Wearing - a; ud to the plaiform and turned the Y Alex H. ‘Brodle '
trench helmet, .veterans of the, switch that lighted 'the lamp for, Angus Collingwood
great war, stood with arms re- gy i hoped, innumerable years. j Albg;uﬂ Cous{lfs
versed, at each corner of *he base|  Short addresses were given by Lewis Craigie
of -the - monument during . the [ M. Walton, Mayor of Aurora;| W, Crai g’

: , s gie
service. Alex MacMurehy, Reeve of King; i Stafford Forester
Mr. H. W. Fleury, acted as Morgan Baker, Reeve of-Whit-| R Chas Harman
Jchairman, © He thanked all those -church, representing the three, Wm I'Harmaﬂ
who had given so generously for i‘muuicjpalities;. - Lewis ]. Hawtin y

" |the erection of the memarial and; -Col. F. F. Clarke, D.S.0,, Iatel John - CHin . S g
stressed the fact that the amounts ; wificer mmmnnde York Rangers A. Lorne Hill

t {bhad been voluntarily. given by the | Regiment, spoke feelingly of the! Robt. C. Hollidge, DCH EC
pehple, and “har the memoridl men of-the 127th, who had accom-| ] ais E.Honey .

)t [ad been provided n.LIluut any - panied him overseas, and gave 2| Ty o A Kidd
civic taxation. - resume of their activities in Walter Monkmaa. -

] The old hymn O, (-r:d Our France a‘;‘d Belgium. * He stated arfyH Penrose

, {Help in Ages Past) was dn- |li1at 405 York Regiment men with | Percy Pointon

¥ {nounced by Rev. R. McGregor, members of the Peel Regiment! iy, 54'p Steckley

¢ |2nd to the accompaniment of the’ had been. the first to leave To- ' Rou C Steckle
12th York Rangers Band, ~the ronto for Valcartier Camp on war ﬂerbert Wallwark

{ [hundreds of voices rose in rever- being declared. i Garnet Willis. .

| ent song. i Lieut-Col. John M. szson. : e v ¥ .

U] Rev. John Locke thcn read the 1).5.0., officer commanding “the :

;TSeripture Lesson. Tork —Rangers Regiment, paid Oak Rldge. '

(| In his address of dedzcatwn ‘the | "‘ddfld ‘rlb‘“"h 1o the{ ‘g :;:E '

+ | Lieutenant-Governor stressed the -gentlemen” whose names app . P

' |debt -Canadians owed to those €d on the ta blet. 1 ST JOHN'S CHUHCH. .

{ | whe had offered. their lives in the . ;Lhe hymn ' "Abide’ with Me. I 1,30 p.m.—Suriddy School. -
g:ui world war, and declared the"“! announced by S. A. 230 Pm—EWm Pﬂﬂ'

i | beautiful memorial erected by the | Parnell: L.

ple-of ‘Aurora, and King and ~A large number of memcrrall 930 am——-Sunday Schwl-

i {Vl'u.:c urch Townships,  was wreaths and bouquets were plac- 110.30 am—Mormng Prlylr

, garncularl; fitting in view of the | €d on the memorial during which |~ PO .

I |;u respon,sch té“ y?iu,,g mﬂm le :EeTtl;and played “Nearer my God1 .
the district had made to the call ee. cevl“

i of ngind country. 1 The Right Hon, Sir Williara{ - Tel'nperan e'

.| ““It is little that we do, for those | Mulock spoke with. feeling and |

i | who died that we may Tive on in [almost a touch of passion. Aﬁ"r Successful Harveat Homa_

. |peace, or for those who were|calling attention. fo- the service gervices were held m Wesley, |

| maimed and the women who be- | that the fallen soldiers performed | i Mt, Pisgah, and. Te ille

. |came widows,” said Lieutenant- | for.the living he urged all present | United inrchia oo undl]' hust. -

' | Governor Cockshutt as he cop-to-do their utmost to defend thei[rpe congregations greeted Rev.

' | gratulated the committee on erec- Frmmple! for which ‘hel' had - T, gR White and gﬂ'. J. W
tion of theisplendid memorial,|fought. He pointed to Russia to'Gieyartnat each of the servicss
which’ he- typified as one of the | show how the power that should ‘conducted by them. The choirs -

| finest in' Canada, have ‘been democracy's had been, rendered excellent service, and

"1 The prayer of Dedication was | usurped by an autocracy.- ‘churches were nicely _ deco

I |given by Rev. PR, Soanes, after| “Russja‘to-day isin the same {5 the day. Liberal oﬁenn.l

i {whish His Honour she Licutenant P‘”'"““f“ was G"'““n)' before were received in ca
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