
Aurora War Memorial Alteration Proposal 

Major Wilfred Ferrier Petermann, 8 May 1888 – 26 Sept. 1916 (Age 28) 

Introduction & Facts 

Major Wilfred Petermann is one of the men from Aurora who died during World War I, and whose name 
appears on the Aurora War Memorial.  Unfortunately, there is an error in the postnominal letters that 
appear after his name, falsely attributing to him a Military Cross medal.  We are proposing the removal of 
the postnominal letters “M.C.” and the re-centering of his name within the list of those commemorated 
on the memorial.  

The Military Cross is a medal awarded for valour in combat, and was instituted early in World War I, for 
“an act or acts of exemplary gallantry during active operations against the enemy on land” and was 
reserved for officers (Captain or lower, until June 1917 when temporary Majors were added) in the British, 
Canadian and Australian armies.  

Maj. Petermann was “Mentioned in Dispatches,” meaning his name had been submitted by a senior 
officer in recognition of an action or behaviour that did not meet the level of one of the conduct or 
gallantry medals. The reporting of this would often take months to appear, and Petermann’s M.I.D. 
appears in the Supplement to the London Gazette from January 4, 1917, over 3 months after his death. 

Evidence against the Military Cross award 

1. None of Wilfred Petermann’s official records denote that he was awarded a Military Cross.  Medals
won by a soldier or officer are typically noted on several documents in their record, including the
“Record of Service”, “Casualty Form”, and the “Medals and Decorations” forms.  The awarding of the
medal (with a London Gazette entry date) would be noted in the dated columns on the former two
documents, and the medals’ postnominals would be appended to the soldier’s name on at least the
three named forms. See Example 1 for Petermann compared with Kenneth Campbell M.C., who was
also from Aurora, and who verifiably received a Military Cross.

2. Wilfred Petermann’s official gravestone at the Albert Communal Cemetery Extension in France, as
designed and produced by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission, does not include any
postnominals.  These memorial stones were placed between 1921 and 1927, and used internal
military data for names, ranks, and honours awarded.  The Albert Communal Cemetery catalogue
includes some details about Petermann, and no mention is made of a medal.  See Example 2.

3. Military Cross medals were only very rarely awarded posthumously, and then only for actions that
were recommended before the recipient’s death.  M.C.s were also unavailable to Temporary Majors,
Petermann’s rank at the time of his death, until at least June of 1917.  Any MC would necessarily have
been awarded before his promotion in July of 1916, with no evidence to suggest this happened in his
military records, or the public record, the London Gazette.

4. A list of soldiers’ names on the Cenotaph in Cobalt, Ontario, bears Petermann’s name (albeit misspelt
with a single “n”) although none of the listed names show any postnominals, so it is not known
whether the organizers of this memorial believed Petermann won an M.C.  See Example 3.

5. The 13th Battalion’s history, published in 1925 includes an honour roll (those who died in action), with
earned postnominals included.  Petermann’s name appears without any postnominals. The book also
includes a complete list of medals won by men of the Battalion. Petermann’s name does not appear
on the list of Military Cross recipients. See Example 4.
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Print Errors, Assumptions and Repetition 
 

1. The first mention of Petermann’s Military Cross appears in the Aurora Banner, January 12, 1917, 
where “M.C.” has been added for the first time to his name on the Honour Roll of war dead.  This 
follows the London Gazette publication of his “Mentioned in Dispatches” award by one week.  See 
Example 4. 

 
2. The following week, January 17th, a notice about Petermann’s M.I.D. appears in the paper, and is 

followed by the claim “He was always loved and respected by his men, and his bravery won him a 
recommendation for the Military Cross, and now a mention in dispatches.” See Example 5. 

 
3. Two months later, March 9th, 1917, a letter sent to Petermann’s mother, from Colonel M.D. Graham, 

Assistant Military Secretary, is printed in the Aurora Banner.  The colonel uses the MC postnominal 
and is the only semi-official source that seems to do so.  At the end of the reprint of the letter, a note 
added by the editor gives Petermann two postnominals –M.C. and D.C.O. – the latter being award 
that did not and does not exist.  That same week in the Banner, the “Honor Roll” begins shows “M.C., 
D.C.O.” which remain on the list every week until the roll was no longer printed in the paper, in late 
August 1919.  See Example 6.  

 
4. The further incorrect postnominal is given to Petermann in an early 1918 Banner article, but this is 

most likely attributed to a writer on staff who knew that D.C.O. wasn’t a typical medal and changed it 
to D.S.O. (Distinguished Service Order). There is no record of Major Petermann receiving a D.S.O., 
which were only awarded to Lieutenant-Colonels or those of higher rank until the 1940s. See 
Example 7. 

 
5. One of the few extant photos of Wilfred Petermann shows him as a young man in a highlander’s 

uniform, with two medals on his chest. The photo appears to be heavily hand-altered and retouched, 
including the medals. The individual medals are unidentifiable, except that the medal of first 
prominence worn is a cross that does not match the shape of the Military Cross. See Example 8a. 
The image of an authentic MC is included, as well as an example group of medals matching what he 
was awarded, with the 1914-15 star (as noted in Example 1, page 4).  This photo is puzzling and may 
have been commissioned by Petermann’s family after his death.    Another photo of Petermann, 
which appears on Ancestry.com has a handwritten inscription that includes the M.C. postnominal. 
The provenance of this photo is unknown.  See Example 8b. 

 
6. The list of names proposed to be included on the planned Aurora War Memorial was generated at a 

February 1923 meeting of the War Memorial Association and recorded in their minutes.  This list 
was published regularly in the Aurora Banner, with a request for corrections, beginning December 19, 
1924.  This initial list does not yet include any postnominals, but the final list published June 12, 
1925 has them added, including Petermann’s erroneous M.C.  See Example 9. 
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