
Aurora War Memorial Alteration Proposal 

Private Fred Luxon, 3 March 1893 – 9 April 1917 (Age 24) 

Introduction 

Frederick (Fred) Luxon is one of the men from Aurora who died during World War I, and whose 
name appears on the Aurora War Memorial.  Unfortunately, there is an error in the spelling of his 
surname, with a “T” added where there ought to be none, making his name appear “Luxton” on 
the memorial.  We are proposing the removal of the letter “T” from his name and the re-
centering (if necessary) of his name within the list of those commemorated on the memorial.  

Evidence for the Spelling of Luxon 

1. Fred Luxon’s official documents show his name spelled correctly (see below for one
outstanding example).  These are clear throughout his file, including on his hand-signed
attestation paper, Movement and Casualty Card as well as his Memorial Cross Card, all
digitized by the Library and Archives Canada.  See Example 1.

2. Fred Luxon’s first appearance in the Aurora Banner is November 5th, 1915, where he is on a
list of soldiers from Aurora who are still “In Training.”  He appears on this list each week
through the end of the year, and into 1916, and is included on the final list published May
19th, 1916.  For an unknown reason, he never appears on the associated “On Active Service”
List which provided contact addresses for many locals who were at the front.  These lists
were printed weekly and stopped appearing in February of 1917. See Example 2.

3. Fred Luxon’s name was known correctly in his hometown: Washfield, North Devon, England.
Fred appears on a list of men serving from Washfield, which was published Easter of 1917,
seemingly the day before he was killed at Vimy.  Similarly, Fred’s correct name appears
twice on Washfield memorial plaques: one, a brass plaque at the local St. Mary’s Church,
and another, a list of names carved in granite and affixed to the local “War Memorial
Shelter.”  See Example 3.

4. Fred Luxon’s official gravestone at the Givenchy Road Canadian Cemetery in France, as
designed and produced by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission, shows his name
spelled correctly. These memorial stones were placed between 1921 and 1927, and used
internal military data for names, ranks, and honours awarded. See Example 4.
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Print Errors, Assumptions and Repetition 
 

1. Even early in Fred Luxon’s military career, his name was already being misspelt.  On one of 
his official documents, which we will call the “Initial CEF Pay & Promotions Card” his name 
was spelled with the “T” and later corrected in pencil. See Example 5. 
 

2. The name Luxon appears to be a rare variant of the more common Luxton.  Luxon has 
about 25% of the number of Luxtons recorded in the 1911 Census.  In Aurora, the local 
Salvation Army Captain was George William Luxton, who was mentioned by surname in the 
Banner twice in 1916 (March 31st and June 23rd).  The publishers of the Aurora Banner likely 
conflated the two names to produce the error. See Example 6.  

 
3. Fred Luxon’s death was reported in the Banner on the 11th of May, more than a month after 

he had died.  In this report, his name has received the incorrect spelling Luxton.  A similar 
notice, printed days earlier in the Toronto Star May 8th, 1917, also includes the Luxton 
misspelling.  This error was reprinted each week in the Banner on Aurora’s Honor Roll, 
through the end of the war and to late August 1919.  See Example 7. 

 
4. The list of names proposed to be included on the planned War Memorial was generated at 

a February 1923 meeting of the War Memorial Association and recorded in their minutes.  
This list was published regularly in the Aurora Banner, with a request for corrections, 
beginning December 19, 1924.  Luxton appears each week, and while other names with 
errors receive corrections over time, none are applied to Fred’s name.  This error persists 
through the vetting process and results in the final error on the memorial.  See Example 8. 

 
5. Finally, this repeated error has travelled through many lists, resulting in the incorrect Luxton 

name being selected for an Aurora street - Luxton Avenue, in the 1990s.  We believe this 
should also be changed but appreciate the difficulty and public nature of doing so.  See 
Example 9.  
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http://central.bac-lac.gc.ca/.redirect?app=pffww&id=539752&lang=eng 
 
https://www.devonheritage.org/Places/Washfield/WashfieldsRollofHonour.htm 
 
https://www.devonheritage.org/Places/Washfield/WashfieldWarMemorialBrass.htm 
 
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/56189266/fred-luxon 
 
https://www.middevonparish.co.uk/washfield/memories/gallery-of-pictures/ 
 
https://www.automatedgenealogy.com (1911 Canada Census) 
 
https://maps.google.com 
 
https://ww4.yorkmaps.ca 
 
The Aurora Banner, various issues, Aurora Museum & Archives 
 






















