Attachment 1

Aurora War Memorial Alteration Proposal

Private Fred Luxon, 3 March 1893 — 9 April 1917 (Age 24)

Introduction

Frederick (Fred) Luxon is one of the men from Aurora who died during World War I, and whose
name appears on the Aurora War Memorial. Unfortunately, there is an error in the spelling of his
surname, with a “T"” added where there ought to be none, making his name appear “Luxton” on
the memorial. We are proposing the removal of the letter “T” from his name and the re-
centering (if necessary) of his name within the list of those commemorated on the memorial.

Evidence for the Spelling of Luxon

1. Fred Luxon’s official documents show his name spelled correctly (see below for one

outstanding example). These are clear throughout his file, including on his hand-signed
attestation paper, Movement and Casualty Card as well as his Memorial Cross Card, all
digitized by the Library and Archives Canada. See Example 1.

. Fred Luxon'’s first appearance in the Aurora Banner is November 5", 1915, where he ison a
list of soldiers from Aurora who are still “In Training.” He appears on this list each week
through the end of the year, and into 1916, and is included on the final list published May
19t 1916. For an unknown reason, he never appears on the associated “On Active Service”
List which provided contact addresses for many locals who were at the front. These lists
were printed weekly and stopped appearing in February of 1917. See Example 2.

. Fred Luxon’s name was known correctly in his hometown: Washfield, North Devon, England.
Fred appears on a list of men serving from Washfield, which was published Easter of 1917,
seemingly the day before he was killed at Vimy. Similarly, Fred’s correct name appears
twice on Washfield memorial plaques: one, a brass plaque at the local St. Mary’s Church,
and another, a list of names carved in granite and affixed to the local “War Memorial
Shelter.” See Example 3.

. Fred Luxon'’s official gravestone at the Givenchy Road Canadian Cemetery in France, as
designed and produced by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission, shows his name
spelled correctly. These memorial stones were placed between 1921 and 1927, and used
internal military data for names, ranks, and honours awarded. See Example 4.



Aurora War Memorial Alteration Proposal

Private Fred Luxon, 3 March 1893 — 9 April 1917 (Age 24)

Print Errors, Assumptions and Repetition

1.

Even early in Fred Luxon’s military career, his name was already being misspelt. On one of
his official documents, which we will call the “Initial CEF Pay & Promotions Card” his name
was spelled with the “T" and later corrected in pencil. See Example 5.

. The name Luxon appears to be a rare variant of the more common Luxton. Luxon has

about 25% of the number of Luxtons recorded in the 1911 Census. In Aurora, the local
Salvation Army Captain was George William Luxton, who was mentioned by surname in the
Banner twice in 1916 (March 31%t and June 23™). The publishers of the Aurora Banner likely
conflated the two names to produce the error. See Example 6.

. Fred Luxon’s death was reported in the Banner on the 11" of May, more than a month after

he had died. In this report, his name has received the incorrect spelling Luxton. A similar
notice, printed days earlier in the Toronto Star May 8™, 1917, also includes the Luxton
misspelling. This error was reprinted each week in the Banner on Aurora’s Honor Roll,
through the end of the war and to late August 1919. See Example 7.

. The list of names proposed to be included on the planned War Memorial was generated at

a February 1923 meeting of the War Memorial Association and recorded in their minutes.
This list was published regularly in the Aurora Banner, with a request for corrections,
beginning December 19, 1924. Luxton appears each week, and while other names with
errors receive corrections over time, none are applied to Fred’s name. This error persists
through the vetting process and results in the final error on the memorial. See Example 8.

. Finally, this repeated error has travelled through many lists, resulting in the incorrect Luxton

name being selected for an Aurora street - Luxton Avenue, in the 1990s. We believe this
should also be changed but appreciate the difficulty and public nature of doing so. See
Example 9.



Aurora War Memorial Alteration Proposal

Private Fred Luxon, 3 March 1893 — 9 April 1917 (Age 24)

Sources:

http://central.bac-lac.gc.ca/.redirect?app=pffww&id=539752&lang=eng

https://www.devonheritage.org/Places/Washfield/WashfieldsRollofHonour.htm

https://www.devonheritage.org/Places/Washfield/WashfieldWarMemorialBrass.htm

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/56189266/fred-luxon

https://www.middevonparish.co.uk/washfield/memories/qgallery-of-pictures/

https://www.automatedgenealogy.com (1911 Canada Census)

https://maps.google.com

https://ww4.yorkmaps.ca

The Aurora Banner, various issues, Aurora Museum & Archives
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Canadian Expeditionary Force Attestation Document

Memorial Cross Card

Movement and Casualty Card = MR Fatnor
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First "In Training" List
Aurora Banner
November 5, 1915
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Example 4

Fred Luxon's Grave
Givenchy Road Canadian Cemetery
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Initial CEF Pay & Promotions Card
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Aurora Banner, March 31, 1916

Q\I 3¢ \II(‘)\' \R\IY

\undav &L.Lool

lO am.
Holiness \Ieetmg 11 a.m.

Y

Directory. Class 2 p:m.

e

I]]t-l[‘.n \Inu"nxg'rg lJ [Ir

Gireat Salv'lttop ‘\[»Jetmg p.m.

;‘\-A.-.

“as Hell?

e Ss‘tllllf\__l.:hl\‘ l.H_H'.Et'i ‘Umti‘*-‘?“‘m‘?{’é"

. EEERTR T T

\ll hn\"' I'm11 111 f.‘h TQ r;'a_&{_ﬁ f

Lo

of age who would like to jOzll the
Life- Qavmo hcout», Lne*t anwn at

____,-.»-‘-_

e QT ‘-zlu.u.s,
ma: at 7.30.p.m.
. The captain is willing to vmt the .
Sl.‘ilx am hour of ‘the di*,"'n Lwh
_ Capt, Lu‘t:tcn \ -
Oth&-r in Lhzr-"*o

10 “.!1
the—dril WedmesdaT chn

« gy

Aurora Banner, June 23, 1916

) SR N P gt Fa AT N
. Ln(m» WHAT'S GO MI\'G "
- | June®28th, 1916. .
1s-{.._In‘the Salvation ‘-\_r'rTl}Aﬁall ‘ab
vs [ B p.m. A treat-is in store f01 the

peqplc of Aunrora, 0
'] _There will be’ SOIIH?«&I’(IS% bheu
ly.

onr that mght

lnbtrumental Quartet-tc, bandc;me,n
“Boynton,* Waterfall, Delahaye and
(.apt Lu\ton S*arf Dnll Barhell

“’TltE‘““Aln‘m“f"Tm\n “Band- —“}ll
play selections.
Mr. J. M. Walton, Chau'man

Admission 10 cents.
The Aurora Town Band mll play
: ﬁom'730pm to8pm. .,




Q_-Ltﬁctori enlisted as & recrmt from -

Example 7

Aurora Banner, May 11, 1917
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Wilired Doyle, ce 'R, Chas. Harman: - - [t v and el e s spnoced by ;
B ohn Ferguson. . Iy - William J. IIarman. 1 ple .of ‘Aurora, and King and A large number of memorial Sundsy - School
p eonard Ferguson. - A . “Léwis A Hawtin, - H KV htetarch Townships, - was' Wreaths and bouguets were plac- Morning Prayer.
guson., hn E.- Hill. > , | particularly-fitting in view of the | ed on the memorial during which | s e .
Roy Harper . . o1 . JAO Eo . }l‘ L i | e response the young men .,flm band played “Nearer may '
“hi rne Hi th h
Geo, Howard. - . hi . ;| the district had made to the calh)* e “Right Hon. Sif William | Temperancevdle.
Telford Little. BN p be Robt. C Hollidge, D. CM, MM [} ¢ u[, ;‘t':?clhllwedo for those | Mulock :poke with: feeling and |
P b is 1 v —
Thomas McMaster, . .ar " Lewis E. Honey. ! i:| who died that -we may live on in|almost a touch of passion. Mt«y Successful ~ Harvest Home
. s R 4 e N *v = Thos. A Kidd. - 1 .| peace, or for those who were|calling attention to- the service isorvices were held m Wealey,
. . . . ' Iter Monki 3 { "' maimed and the women who be- | that the fallen soldiers performed | Af;~ Pisgah, and Te
. b . Walte; onkman i g
. R : . : - . | came widows," said Lientenant. | 10¢.the living he urged all present | tnited churchés on . Sunday Hat.-
' arry. H. Penros |
Ty sl *| Governor Cockshutt as he con-|to do their utmost to defénd she | Large congregations greeted Rev.
Percy Pointon. ' : the on erec- | P for which they  had T White and Rev. J. W.
" Harold B, Steckley. - 1 tion of the:splendid memorial, owzht He pointed to Russia to Smart\at each of the services
" Roy C. Steckle i + | which” he" typified as one of the |show how the power that should ‘conducted by them. The choirs
{I cxley. ' |finest in Canada. bave been democracy's had been, rendered excellent service, and_
erbert Wallwark. 1 | The o er of lll)ega:;lum vl..a “lurved |2y«:f:1-';ufs rwy'hg . (hnrd;‘e; dv:ere mf;!yl degmu
. I'|givea b nes, after in or * the Liberal offerings
G'"m Willis. : I B Honar e L ieweet wmmnrﬂ was Germaoy before were recsived in sach chureh,
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