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Background
AHS has served the citizens of Aurora 

since 1963

Established the Aurora Collection and 
the Aurora Museum

Made significant contributions to the 
restoration of Church Street School, 
raising in excess of $700,000 to the 
project, as well as volunteer labour

Owns and operates Aurora's only 
National Historic Site

Promotes interest in Aurora’s rich 
heritage

Provides innovative programming and 
learning opportunities 



Mission Statement

To preserve, interpret, 
and promote the

social, cultural, and 
material heritage of 

the community of 
Aurora for the 

education, 
enrichment, and 

enjoyment of present 
and future 

generations.

As the landscape of 
Aurora changes, the 

Aurora Historical 
Society Board of 

Directors continues to
be committed to the 

preservation of 
heritage and             

Hillary House 
National Historic Site.



2021 Highlights
Virtual Speaker Series
Re-established partnership 
with Aurora Sports Hall of 
Fame
Partnerships with other 
Ontario Museums including the 
Toronto Railway Museum
Launch of virtual How to Care 
For Workshop Series
Continued growth of online 
presence
Volunteer Transcription Project



Reopening Hillary House
Virtual, hybrid, and in-person 
Fundraising events:   
Strawberry Tea, Scotch Tasting, 
Victorian Harvest Tea, and     
Hillary House Ball
Facilitated Rentals and Film 
Productions – The Sawbones 
Society; and the Aurora EDC’s    
‘C You in Aurora’
Completed critical restoration 
of Hillary House verandah

2021 Highlights Cont’d



Achieved
Implemented 17 programs and 
special events + 3 upcoming

Presented 2 exhibitions                             

Increased online presence and 
community engagement

Provided over 2125 hours in 
volunteer opportunities

Welcomed 326 visitors to 
Hillary House

Educated community members 
through 2 Outreach Programs

Funded and executed the action plan 
for critical verandah restoration 
work at Hillary House

2021 How Did We Do
Goals

Plan and implement approx. 30
programs and special events

Host 3 exhibitions

Increase online presence and 
community engagement

Provide over 3900 hours in 
volunteer opportunities

Welcome 2000 visitors to Hillary 
House

Educate community members 
through Outreach Programs

Fund and execute the 
comprehensive action plan for 
critical restoration work at Hillary 
House



2021 COVID-19 Negative
Impacts

Loss of program revenue and 
engagement
Cancellation of outreach 
opportunities 
Decrease in on-site attendance
Challenges with pivoting 
fundraising strategies
Reduced volunteer 
opportunities



2021 COVID-19 Positive 
Impacts

Increased virtual and 
hybrid program and 
event offerings 
Increased online 
presence and 
engagement bringing 
new audiences and 
community awareness



2022/2023 COVID-19 Impact 
Projections

Consequences are 
more predictable 
Future 
Government 
assistance 
unknown

Level of 
programming 
consistent with  
2021
Continued 
virtual/hybrid 
programming



Ongoing Challenges

Meeting critical 
maintenance needs in a 
timely fashion
Restoration funding
Grounds maintenance
Staffing
Volunteer engagement



Ongoing Partnerships
• Aurora Museum & Archives
• Aurora Chamber of Commerce
• Aurora Cultural Centre
• Aurora Farmer's Market
• Aurora Museum & Archives
• Aurora Public Library
• Aurora Senior Centre
• Aurora Sports Hall of Fame
• Garden Aurora
• Neighbur Aurora (formerly snapd)
• Other Ontario Museums
• The Auroran Newspaper
• Town of Aurora



2021 Sponsors, Supporters, and Donors
Aqua Grill
Artistica Dance Studio
Aurora Farmer's Market
Aurora Home Hardware
Bazil Developments Inc.
Benjamin Moore Paints – Klein 
Paint
BDO
Boston Pizza
Brainy Games 
Canadian Tire
Cassidy Event Management
Condor Properties
Delmanor
ERA Architects
Eric McCartney Century 21 -
Heritage Group
Eye Care Optical
Food In Motion
Gaspare Saracino
Geoffrey Dawe

Geranium
Gibson Group
Ginger's Bakery
Golf Glen Veterinary Clinic
Groundswell Urban Planners Inc.
Hockley Valley Brewery
Holiday Inn Express
Home Depot
Jackson Events
Kelseys Roadhouse
Kerbel Group
Landscape Ontario
Laurion Law
Magna
Maple Tea House
Market Brewing Company
Mary Hope, Investors Group 
North South Management
Private Wealth Management
McLaren Doors 
Orchid Thai 

Piazza Mercato Aurora
Ren's Pet Depot
Replenish
Roberts & Company CPA
Romy's Restaurant
St. Andrew's College
Story of Love 
The Country Look
The Patrick House
Thomas Foods International 
Canada
Tina's Grill
The Auroran Newspaper
Topper's Pizza
Trayvino
Vandenboshe Jewellers
Volvo Financial Services
Westview Golf Ltd.
Yonge Street Winery



Key Performance Indicators

326
People 

welcomed to 
Hillary House

9251
Online 

Followers

162
AHS Members

in 2021

2125
Volunteer hours

preformed

15,300
Online

engagements

*Numbers are as of October 31, 2021

565
People engaged

in virtual programs



Our 2022 Goals
Plan and implement approx. 25 programs 
and special events

Present 3 exhibitions

Continue to use online presence for
community engagement

Provide over 3000 hours in volunteer 
opportunities

Welcome 1000 visitors to Hillary House

Continue to educate community members 
through Outreach Programs

Continue to fund and execute the 
comprehensive action plan for critical 
restoration work at Hillary House

Investigate large-scale funding 
opportunities



2021 Funding
• Donations
• Memberships
• Gift Shop Sales
• Fundraising Events
• Rentals 
• Canada Summer Jobs 

Grant
• Community Museum 

Operating Grant
• OTF Capital Grant
• Town of Aurora 

Operating Grant

Emergency Funding
• Canada Emergency Wage 

Subsidy
• CMOG Digital Capacity 

Funding
• COVID-19 Business 

Support Grant - Energy 
Cost Rebate

• OTF Resilient 
Communities Fund Grant

• Reopening Fund for 
Heritage Organizations –
Museums Assistance 
Program



2019
Audited

2020 Audited 2021
Projected

(as of October 2021)

2022 Forecast

Operating Revenue $11,454 $11,382 $20,501 $7,350

Fundraising $42,728 $14,132 $63,000 $63,000

Municipal Funding $77,900 $81,675 $82,800 $84,600

Grant Revenue $24,640 $24,631 $65,375 $30,000

COVID-19 Funding $0 $15,556 $41,885 $0

Transfer from Reserves $0 $0 $59,000 $0

Total Revenue $156,722 $147,376 $332,561 $184,950

Operating Expenses $128,029 $96,716 $141,232 $146,875

Fundraising Expenses $16,944 $2,982 $31,065 $31,000

Restoration Costs $0 $3,653 $95,000 TBD

Total Expenses $144,973 $103,351 $267,297 $177,875

Operating Surplus/
Deficit

$11,749 $44,025 $65,264 $7,075

2022 Request for funding: $84,600
$80,900 (base) + $3,700 (Godfrey Collection storage)



Currently, this important 
research collection of over 2000 
historical medical books and 
important archival material is 
stored in an off-site, climate-
controlled commercial facility at 
an estimated cost of $3,700 per 
year.  

This is intended as a short-term 
storage solution until the new 
space at Town Square is 
available.

The Godfrey Collection



Hillary House 
Restoration
Priority projects:

Rear Summer Kitchen –
Complete overhaul
Foundation of middle 
section of the House
Landscape
Interior Rooms

$300,000 - 500,000 estimate



2022 Moving Forward
Explore representation 
from Town Council to AHS 
Board of Directors
Continue to lobby various 
levels of government for 
greater support of Hillary 
House National Historic 
Site
Ensure restoration plans 
move forward to ensure 
our past has a future.



Hillary House National Historic Site

“Hillary House is one of the [Ontario Heritage] Trusts, almost 200 heritage 
conservation easement sites located across the province. Hillary House 

is… recognized as a National Historic Site and is one of the best and most 
well-preserved examples of Gothic-Revival architecture to be found in 
Canada… it is the Aurora Historical Society that gives the property life.

Our partners at the Aurora Historical Society worked tirelessly to maintain 
and preserve the site for use and enjoyment by the public and we 

commend their efforts to conserve this property... We appreciate the 
Aurora Historical Society’s continued stewardship, conservation, care, and 

upkeep of this provincially significant property...”

Thomas Wicks 
Manager of Acquisitions and Conservation Services at the Ontario Heritage Trust



Thank
You!






















