/}f 100 John West Way
{ Aurora, Ontario
AURORA

(905) 727-3123

aurora.ca

Youre in Good Comparny

Delegation Request

This request and any written submissions or background information for consideration by either Council or Committees of
Council is being submitted to Legislative Services.

Council or Committee (Choose One) * Council or Committee Meeting Date * @
Heritage Advisory Committee 2024-4-8
Subject *

Proposal for heritage enhancements to 9 Wellington St. E - Knowles Butcher Shop

Full Name of Spokesperson and Name of Group or Person(s) being Represented (if applicable) *

Christopher Watts, The Aurora Heritage authority

Brief Summary of Issue or Purpose of Delegation *

Provide context missing from the April 25th, 2022 Heritage Property Evaluation Sheet, and present proposal
to increase rating and advance the property's status to designation. Accompanying powerpoint presentation
is prepared.

Have you been in contact with a Town staff or Council member regarding your matter of interest? *

¢ Yes = No

| acknowledge that the Procedure By-law permits five (5) minutes for Delegations. *

[v Agree



a SIGN
of the times

ENHANCING HERITAGE CHARACTERISTICS

at 9 WELLINGTON ST. E

A proposal to the Aurora Heritage Advisory Committee by

est

Aha!
[2012]

The Aurora
Heritage authorjty

Photograph by Peter Cameron




For
9 Wellington St. East
operated as an area butcher

95 years by four generations
of the Knowles-Family

Knowles
BUTCHER SHOP

Photograph from Aurora Museum & Archives



Photograph by

George & Sarah Knowles, & Family



Photograph supplied by Bob McRoberts

the first cut

William John Knowles moved his butcher
shop from a location on Yonge st.
to 9 Wellington St. E in 1885

5. William John KNOWLES was born on 23 Feb 1860 in Aurora, York, Ontario. He died on 29 Mar 1944
in Aurora. He was a founder of Butcher Shop, Aurora,1885. He was buried in Aurora. Mayor of Aurora,
Reeve, Member York Pioneers, 1918

Founder Knowles Butcher Shop, 9 Wellington St., Aurora
1901 Census shows Emma Kendall (b 30 Aug 1873) Domestic Servant




a family

George Knowles

8. James(Jim) Albert KNOWLES was born on 27 Sep 1867 in Aurora, York, Ontario.'® He died on 22
Apr 1949 in Aurora, York, Ontario. He was a Builder. He was buried in Aurora. Uncle "Jim" Builder,
Clockmaker, Woodworker

710 Catherine Street, Aurora?

obit. Aurora Banner april, 1949

He was married to Annie MCKINNON on 27 Nov 1888 in Aurora.

James Albert Knowles
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s W, J, KNOWLES getting down
 Wiolesala and Retal Butcher to business

There were reportedly 7 butchers operating in the area.

What gave Knowles Butcher Shop a competitive
advantage was being the first in town to acquire a
freezer in the 1920s, as well as the first to equip their
delivery carts with rubber wheels.

Knowles Butcher Shop made deliveries of meat and
dairy through Holland Landing, Schomberg,
Pottageville, Lake Wilcox and down into Toronto.

Original receipt from Aurora Museum & Archives




Municipal Councils 1863-2026

Councillors

Town of Aurora

Horace D. Lundy, Mayor
1890 W. Fleury, Reeve*

H. H. Read
inson, who resigned June 1890 and v/2s

January 1890; replaced by C.C.

community service E==

G. 5. Baldwin o
W. C. Cliff it
A, Neilly
David E. Rogers

J.S. Flumerfelt
David Johnston
W. J. Knowles

H. H. Read

Herbe! W. J. Knowles
J. Anderson
e nv.rkmaw G. S. Baldwin 2: Read
ule, s
e B o William J. Stephenson

T W. Fleury, Mayor
Andrew Yule, Reeve
1 1 Ross, Deputy Rese

Town of Aurora

Municipal Councils 1863-2026

Councils 1863-2026
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John Hickson
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Thomas Scrivener
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W. T. Andrews - U Hales

by

byW, !
1902 FrmehT.Dntle.M-yor h:llﬁ::l:mn‘::hhnb = o,




ajob well done

William John Knowles served the public
as a butcher for over 60 years.

Still working on his 84" birthday
Knowles was celebrated as Aurora’s
oldest business man.

 clilor, voove, B

Aurora's oldest business man,
w. J. Knowles, colebrated his

’ Hih birthday on Wednesday. A

Jarge number of friends and
relatives called at his residence
to extend greetings, Mr.
Kpowles was on the job as usual
on Wednesday moming.

Born ol Thernhill, Mr.,
Knowles has resided In Aurora

= | for 83 yoars and for 63 yeoars has

been in the meal business, e

b | now mssists his som, Reg.

sAaR3®0n =

A veleran in municipal poll-| 0

tics, Mr, Knowles was warden of
York county durlng 1016 and
served the municipality ns coun-

nd briefly 08
mayor in 1908. In all he spent
well over a quarier of a century

He Is a member of Aurora
United church and a Wle mem-

.| ber of the Masonle order. He

has grandchildren in all
branches of the armed f
and in the American army ad
well. His four children are
Aurars, Bert,

Providence, RL

News clipping from Aurora Banner

i | giving falthful service 1o the | "
s | fown.

- Toronio,
Mrs. Joseph Balnes (Ada), |9
s | Roche's Point, snd Charles,
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News clipping from
Aurora Banner




John Reginald Knowles passed the business to his son
George Douglas Knowles in 1946.

Mr. and Mrs. Doug Knowles are never far from their

l Hmi-ly store, When not working they live in the apartment

upsiairs which has housed the Knowles family since
& «d to s present location n I8R5,

7 the store was move
tradlt!on il;:nm-r Photo by Wendy Herman)

News clippings from Aurora Banner

BANNR BT FEB 04
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Ml
JAVE TAYLOR, left, and Bob Wilson, right, joined forces to open Tayson's
feats on Wellington Street East in Aurora last month. The store has been
elling meats for more than 100 years, beginning with W.J. Knowles in
RA1 Hicenn | R Knnwles tnak nuer in tha earlv 1800s. followed bv his

son Douglas Knowles in 1946. That's Douglas blowing the horn which
to be used during home deliveries in the early years. He donated the
and the historic pictures of the store in honor of 100 years in business.

George went by his middle name Douglas and served as a
Flight Sgt. With the RCAF during WWII.
After 30 years George Douglas Knowles retired in 1976




a changing

Dave Taylor & Bob Wilson ,
Donald & Ruth Caldwell Shugart & Associates

Photo supplied by Anna Lozyk Romeo



June 25t 2021

\ | 4*" "'\”;"&""_ B=="_HW\\ Another sadday for

& u enture & Implant [N gl . )

W N\ AUror/\ Denture &implant 88 ~ heritage’: Mayor Tom
(905)7272151

rloSunch, — N | - Mrakas hopes

= Aurora’s Knowles
Butcher Shop can be
repaired after fire

| Knowles Butcher Shop building
has stood in downtown Aurora
since 1885

Photograph by Anna Lozyk Romeo




repaired

4~ Mayor Tom Mrakas
June 25, 2021- @

Another sad day for heritage in our downtown core as the Knowles Butcher
Shop building has most likely been irreparably damaged due to fire. This
building has stood in downtown Aurora since 1885 and | am hoping that it will

not be repaired... | do want to thank Central York Fire Services for working to
put the fire out quickly & ensuring that residents in the area remain safe. Our
firefighters continue to work hard to make sure that the entire fire is
extinguished. | ask that you please avoid the area to allow CYFS to do their
job.

J cﬁ 'Soscla, DD

!:‘.4 —
be able to be repaired. This will be a significant loss to our downtown, if it can = e

entre

F (905) 727~ 2251 l
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evaluation

Condition: Poor
Historical/Associative Value: Moderate
Significant Organization: No

Contributes to the Understanding
of the Community/Culture: No

Reflects Work/ldeas of a person
significant to the Community: No

Contextual Value: Moderate

Maintains the Character of the area: No

Is Important in its Physical Link to
its Surroundings: No

Is Important in its Historical Link to
its Surroundings: No

AURORA HERITAGE REGISTER REVIEW
PROPERTY EVALUATION SHEET - DRAFT

General Information
Address: 9 Wellington Street East Heritage Status: List
Property Number (PIN) Designation By
Current Owner

Wood Plaque: Yes
Legal Description: Lot 145 Plan 246

Property Description

Herltage Altributes; Commercial Building
Herita

Attributes Notes: Brick Victorian building with parape > 3
mouldings along roofline that wraps along the east and — = S
west elevation. Cornicing dividing lower storefront from upper storey.  Ontario Regulalion 9/06 Assessment
Semi-circular arched voussoirs are located on the upper window = =
openings. Design/Physical Value: Moderate
= Rare: No
Unique: No
High Degree of Craftsmanship/Artistic
High Degree of Technical/Scientific Achie
Date Range: Design/Physical Value Description: Commy
Architectural Style/Influence: Late Victorian with front facade parapet wall and dentil br
No roofline. Semi-circular arched voussoirs

Early (pre-1867): No
tive: Yes

Date Identified/Listed: 1986

Date/Era Constructed: ¢.1885

al Victorian building
k mouldings along
ain on upper dow
openings. Camicing dividing store front and upper level. Note
building roof severely damaged by fire in June 2021 (parapet

Mature Tree(s)

Risk: Yes Integrity: Fair
Risk Notes: Within the Aurora Promenade ¢

:condary Plan Area

Historical/Associative Value: Moderate
Significant Organization/Institution: No int Ac No
Significant Event: No Significant Person: Yes
Condition: Poor < i ~ = .
Contribu the Understanding of the Community/Culture: No
2as of a Person Significant to the Community: No

Condition Notes: The integrity remains, how: f, the buliding
appears to have been lll-maintained over the years sing spaling ant Theme: Yes
bricks and cracks in mortar w Brick has ; s
v Significant Theme ption: Associated with theme of commercial
been painted which is de and doors 3

\ development in the downtown Commercial core of Aurora and
and door) X

buildings constructed in the mid. to late 19th century

hich would require rep:
orating in areas. Windov
ve been replaced (i.e. original shop-front windov

Photo Documentation

Historical/Associative Value Description: The building had been used
as butcher shop for a century. The Knowles Family in particular

owned the building for over 90 years. Butcher shop owi
Knowles, Perkins, Cal and Tayson. Building constructed by W. J
Knowles for his business W.J. Kn 25 & Son Fresh
which was established in 1881. W.J. Knowles se as a Coun
for the Town from 1890-1897, 1899-1903, 1905-1906 and Reeve
between 1907-1919 and mayor

Contextual Value: Moderate
Neighbourhood Group: Downtown Aurora (Yonge Street)

Defir the Character of the Area: No s a Landmark: No
Maintains the Ch; of the Area: No

Supports the Chara of the Area: Yes

Is Important in its Physical Link to its Surroundings: No

Is Important in its Functional Link to its Surroundings: No

Is Important in its Visual Link to its Surroundings: No

Is iImportant in its Historical Link to its Surroundings: No

Contextual Value Description

Recommendation

Moderate Value - Remain on the Register,
Meets the Criteria




David Heard ’

It was a visually rewarding day to watch artist Jianming Chen capture a piece
of our town.

A neighbour from Newmarket who has created quite a following for his work.
The white building on the right is the former Knowles Butcher Shop.

| am so glad | stopped to watch and say hello.

It's amazing the gifts you can receive from just sharing a pleasant greeting.
Thank you for allowing me to share the before and after Mr Chen.




| Photograph by Anna Lozyk Romeo
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e ghost sign
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the upper storey modern glazing with a sliding opening had already, in an earlier
modernization, replaced the old sash windows. Perhaps above and between these
windows, under the several layers of paint on the brickwork, are remnants of the old
painted signs, “W.J. Knowles™ and “Butcher.”
o e
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proposed
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o _____// (905) 727-2251

“W.J. Knowles” “Butcher”




local experts

Reaching out to professionals that work
to restore high-impact ghost signs have
provided a sub S10K ballpark costing
for this effort

Home About Portfolio Mural Painting Sign Painting Blog Contact

3

[(THETALYTLE CO. LIMITED |

; | l -8
PICKLES, CAISUPS SAUCES AND FOUNTACANVAS GOODS

128 STERLING RD — SCYTHES & COMPANY LIMITED SIGN RESTORATION - 2015

Warehouse space for loft and office use

s Rd, Torontoc ON M6P 0A1

We were contacted by a construction company to bid on the restoration of some old signs/ghost signs that were painted about 30 -50 years
ago and maybe even longer. The landlord was renovating and updating the space for a new life of rentals for warehouse and office space. It
was the wish of the landlord to pay respect to the history of the building. Ghost signs have a unique history to buildings their preservation is a

benefit to the whole community.



By-law Number 5633-14 Page 13 of 19

Schedule: SP3
Reserve Fund Category: | Special Purposes
Reserve Fund Name: Heritage

The Heritage Reserve Fund (the “Fund”) is hereby established to receive and hold
proceeds of agreements or donations in connection with the demolition or
preservation of heritage structures, facilities or sites.

Balances in the Fund shall be used to help the Heritage Advisory Committee achieve
their duties and functions as outlined in the Committee’s Terms of Reference, as
approved by Council from time to time, and to help facilitate any special programs,
projects, or initiatives of the Committee which have been given Council approval.

Balances in the Fund will be planned for specific projects recommended to or by
Council during the annual budget process, or other times throughout the year, having
consulted with the Heritage Advisory Committee.

Due to its nature, there is no target balance for this Fund.

In the event of the dissolution of the Committee by Council, or any time following
such, acting in the best interests of the Town, Council may direct that some or all
balances in the Fund be transferred to other reserve funds, or used for other
purposes.

The Fund is established by transfer of the current balance in the Town's Heritage
Reserve Fund account.

Source

facilitate special programs, projects,
initiatives

specific projects recommended to
Council having consultediwith
the Heritage Advisory Committee.




the writing on the wall

Pay much needed respect to Aurora’s unique
built heritage for the benefit of the entire

do nothing ‘

Work to protect and designate a vulnerable
business landmark in Aurora’s downtown core

Contribute to downtown revitalization efforts
including a more welcoming streetscape






